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How to be an
activist

A month ago, as the campus was exploding with dis-
cussion of ROTC, ROOTEd—a subset of the Office of
Multicultural Affairs—played a role in promoting an
admirable type of dialogue. Respecting Ourselves and
Others Through Education initiated a discussion among
students, encouraging them not necessarily to fall on
one side or the other, but to examine the frame of the
debate and question how different groups were present-
ing the issue. When discussion, a huge part of our lives at
this activism-saturated University, is so often polarized
and “dialogue” between groups can turn into shouting
matches, thoughtful debate like this is especially valu-
able and rare.

As passionate and opinionated people, many
Columbians are activists in one student group or another.
Campus activism in all its many forms has an abundance
of goals, from promoting dialogue and raising awareness
of issues, to participating in national and cross-cultural
debates, to serving the community. One thing is clear,
though—at the end of the day, most activist groups on
campus firmly promote their voice on an issue as the cor-
rect one. The question, then, lies in whether or not it is
possible to take a stance on an issue, or strongly support
a cause or an idea, while still being open to hearing the
other side and challenging one’s opinions.

One pair of battling groups that does this with some
success is the Columbia University Democrats and
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